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	COMMISSION EUROPÉENNE

DIRECTION GÉNÉRALE DE L'AGRICULTURE ET DU DÉVELOPPEMENT RURAL

Direction C. Économie des marchés agricoles (et OCM)

C.1. Cultures arables, sucre, plantes textiles, aliments pour animaux
                                                                            


Bruxelles, le 01.03.06 AGR 6138
JP/rf (6.4.1) D(2006) 6778
Communication to the delegates of the management committee for Cereals

Council Decision 2005/953/CE from 20 December 2005 approved an agreement in the form of exchange of letters between the European Community and Thailand. Among other provisions, the agreement establishes the import duty for broken rice falling within CN code 1006 4000 at 65 €/tonne and fixes at 30.77% the reduction to be applied on the import duty for the broken rice annual tariff quota provided for in Commission Regulation (EC) No 327/98. This percentage equals to a reduction of 20 €/tonne. The agreement applies from 1 September 2005.

Prior to this agreement, the applicable import duty for broken rice was established at 128 €/tonne, and the reduction applicable to broken rice imports under the annual tariff quota was fixed at 28 €/tonne.

Subsequently to the above mentioned Council Decision, Commission Regulation (EC) No 2152/2005 amended Commission Regulations (EC) No 1549/2004 and No 327/98 so as to implement the terms of the agreement with Thailand. However, regulation 2152/2005 did not specify explicitly that the reduction of 30.77% of the duty fixed for broken rice, within the framework of the quota of 100,000 tons referred to in article 1 (1) item c) of Regulation (EC) 327/98, also applied as from 1 September 2005.  .

To avoid interpretation problems, and having regard to the higher rank of a Council Decision over a Commission Regulation, it is specified that the duty applicable to imports of broken rice under the annual tariff quota carried out between 1 September 2005 and 31 December 2005 equals to EUR 45 per tonne (65 – 20). 
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